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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of Problem»— This study represents an effort to 
determine the religious attitudes of post-war students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical. College and to compare the 
findings with the attitudes found in a previous study. 
Purposes of Study-— The purposes of this study are stated 
in the form of several questions.. They are: 
1. Do college students feel a need for religion? 
2» What are the influences on their religious upbringing? 
3. When do they experience religious awakenings? 
4» How firm are they in their beliefs? 
5. Do their beliefs embarrass them? 
6. To; what extent are they worried about the alleged con¬ 
flict between religion and science? 
7. What do they think about the Church? 
8. What do they believe God to be? 
9. For them is Christ divine or is he a prophet? 
10» In what manner do they view the doctrine of immortality? 
11. Do they practice their religion? 
12. Did the war affect veterans religiously? 
13. What are the pedagogical implications in this study? 
Talue of Study.— Between 1941 and 1945„ the United States 
of America participated in a long and hard war, which probably 
affected the attitudes of the majority of its citizens. Allport 
1 
2 
and others^ made a study of the religious attitudes of the 
students of Harvard University and Radcliffe College to 
determine in what manner,, and to what extent the war had affected 
the religious attitudes of students of those schools. It was 
decided by the writer that a similar study of Negro students in 
the South would determine in what manner, and to what extent the 
war had affected the religious attitudes of Southern Hegro 
college students* By comparing the findings of this study with 
the findings of the study by Allport and others,, much was learned 
of the affect of culture and other varying factors on the attitudes 
of college students. 
Method of Study.— The data for this study were collected 
with a questionnaire prepared and used by G. W* Allport, J. M. 
Gillespie,, and J* Young at Harvard University and Radcliffe 
College.2 
The subjects of this study were 488 students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College* The data from this group' 
were compared with 414 students of Harvard University,, and 86 
students of Radcliffe College* One of the questions,, number 13r 
was asked of 3010 students of the University of Wisconsin, in 
1930. Students of Princeton University shared in selecting the 
first three alternatives of question 18,3 
lG* W. Allport,, J* M. Gillespie, and J* Young,, "The Religion 
of the Post-War College students,." T-he Journal Psychology* XXV 
(January, 1948),, 3-33* 
2See permit in the appendix. 
A copy of questionnaire may be seen in appendix. 
3 
Table 1 was prepared to show the sample of the students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College,. Harvard, and 
■Radcliffe College* The samples of the students of the University 
of Wisconsin and Princeton were not available. 
TABLE 1 
PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS REPRESENTED IN 
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Veterans (N=183) 
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» 64 ' 38 
Florida A and M 
Non-Vets 01=205) 
i i 
• 69 ' 31 ' 11 . 
i i 
' 89 » 62 
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' 49 • 51 ' 31 
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' 26..51 73.5 ' 10 ' 90 ' 70.3 
Harvard Non-Vets 
01-123) ' 93.5' 6.5 • 0 
i i 
' 100 » 29.7 
Entire Harvard 
Samnle (N-414) ' 46.5' 53.5 ' 7 
1 1 
' 93 .,5' 100 
Radcliffe (N«86) ' 94 ' 6 ' 2.3 ' 97.7'' 100 
Dr,. William H, Gray, president of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College was contacted for permission to select the 
students from his student body. Dr. Gray consented, and 
appointed two faculty members, Dr,. Melvin 0* Alston, the registrar, 
and Dr. James Hudson, chaplain, as advisors. 
The inventories were administered to students of large 
lecture classes of the science and social science departments 
during the regular lecture periods, which were held weekly, 
and the inventories were administered during the week beginning 
4 
Monday, April 26,, 1948, 
Definitions of terms,-- The terms which may need clarification 
are listed below in order that the study might be understood 
accurately. All definitions excëpt the one of attitude was takën 
from Webster's New International Dictionary, 
31, Attitude - The orientation of the total personality 
toward a given condition, situation, problem, individual 
or thing, 
2, Religious System - An aggregation of theological beliefs 
united into an integral whole or one cëntral belief, 
3, Roman Catholicism - The faith, practices, and polity of 
that body of chrisitans which the Pope of Rome is the 
head, 
4, Anglo-Catholicism - The faith, practices, and polity of 
that body of Chrisitans which uses ritês of the Eastern 
or Latin branch of the Catholic Church, 
5, Protestant Christianity - The. faith, practices,, and 
polity of that branch of the ühristlan Church which 
withdrew from the Roman Catholic Church during the 
Reformation, 
6, Unitarianism - The doctrine of that branch of the 
Christian Church which denies the doctrine of the 
Trinity, 
7, Unlversalism - The doctrine that all men will be saved 
eventually, 
8, Humanism - A belief which centers its faith in man and 
not God, 
9, Judaism - The religious doctrine of the Jews which hold 
that Cod is one God, and that it is the mission of the 
Jews to teach the fatherhood of Cod, 
3J9, Mystical Experience — Experiences which are obvious to 
neither the senses or intelligence based upon insight,, 
intuition or subjective experiences. Religiously, this 
experience is not subject to ordained channels, 
11, Religious awakening - The act of coming into the 
Realization of a dependence on God, 
5 
12» Incarnation - The unity of Divinity with humanity in 
Christ* 
13* Immortality - The exemption of the soul from death, 
14* Denominational - Pertaining to a class or group of 
Christians called by the same name, as Methodists,. 
Baptists, etc* 
15* Opiate - Anything which tends to serve as a sedative 
for a group of people who need to arise and solve their 
problems* 
16* Mysticism - Communion with God other than through 
ordained channels* 
17. Aesthetic - Pertaining to the beautiful, as distinguished 
from merely pleasing the moral,, and the useful. 
18. Reaction - To act in an opposite manner* 
Literature..— As one might expect, most of the literature on 
the religious attitudes of college students is concerned with the 
period before World War II* ^mong these studies are those by 
W. A. Daniel,1 William K. Wright,,2 Gunnar Myrdal,3 Walter Chivers,4 
and LeRoy Banks Allen*5 
The study by Daniel consisted of a number of statements by 
seminary students. The intention of his study was to determine 
A* Daniel„ The Education of Negro Ministers (New York,. 
1925). 
^W. K. Wright, A Student's Philosophy of Religion (New York, 
1935), p* 7. 
•Z 
Gunnar,. Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New York, 1944), p«. 876. 
^Walter Chivers, "Religion in Negro Colleges,’* Journal of 
Negro Education. IX (January,, 1940) » pp. 5-12. 
5LeRoy Banks Allen, "A study of The Attitudes Toward Certain 
Principles of Religion shown by 200 students of Howard 
University," unpublished Masters thesis (Atlanta University, 1947). 
tile factors which influenced the lives of the men who anticipated 
entering the Christian Ministry, It dealt, also, with the 
attitudes of prospective ministers toward rituals,, conversions, 
and other religious practices* Because Daniel’s study Included 
only prospective ministers as subjects, and because it was a 
pre-World War II study it did not reveal the answers to the 
problems and purposes of this study. 
The study by Wright was a collection of lectures delivered 
between 1913 and 191.6, It is possible to determine, to a limited 
extent,, attitudes from lectures, but the age of Wright's material 
makes it invaluable as an answer to the problems which were to 
be studied at the Florida institution, 
Myrdal's study discovered that the ministry and the church 
do not attract the intellectually brightest Negroes* His study 
was made during World War II, and it is doubtful that the 
attitudes of the population were the same during the war as after 
the war, when soldiers began to be integrated into society,, 
again, 
Chivers was mostly concerned with administrative practices 
in developing religious attitudes of students of private colleges. 
In addition to this, he published his article in 1940, pre-World 
war* 
The study by Allen, a thesis written as partial fulfillment 
of the requirement for the Masters' degree,, Atlanta University,, 
was written in 1947, post-World War II,, but the data for hie 
study was gathered during the war. His study included subjects 
7 
from Howard University, a Negro institution, but it is limited to 
guch religious principles and problems as attitudes toward 
Sunday, the Sunday school, and the sible. ^‘he problems which 
were of interest during the study of the attitudes of the students 
of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College included attitudes 
toward the church, immortality, the Deity, the person of Christ, 
and reactions to theological doctrines, most of which were 
omitted from Allen's study. 
CHAPTER II 
ORGANIZATION AND INTERPRETATION 
Manner of Organization and Interpretation..-- The organization 
of the findings of this study follows closely the system used by 
the Social Relations Department of Harvard* In order that this 
study might be accurately compared with the study by Allport and 
others, the styles of the tables in the Harvard-Radcliffe study 
have been duplicated in this study* The findings at Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College are compared with the findings 
at other schools where the same questions were asked*. To fully 
appreciate the likenesses and differences of the findings at the 
various schools, one should keep in mind the importance of 
settings,, but he should realize as well that there are findings 
of the different schools which are much alike regardless of the 
difference of settings. 
Feelings of Students toward A need for Religion*.— The 
answers to this third question have been compiled and the 
results placed in table two* 
TABLE 2 
DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU REQUIRE SOME FORM OF 
RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION OR BELIEF IN ORDER 
TO ACHIEVE A FULLY MATURE PHILOSOPHY 
OF LIFE?* 
SCHOOL •Florida A and M ' Harvard 
*' fN=465) • fN-412) 
• Radcliffe 
* fN-855 
1 Veterans ' Non-Vet^ Veteran s1 Non-Vet s * Veterans ' Non-Vet s 
Yes 1 81 i 90 ' 64 i 76 • 0 i 82 
No i 10 i 5 • 22 t 14 ' 0 i 12 
Doubtful i 9 1 5 ' 14 i 10 ' 0 i 6 
*The figures above Represent percentages. 
8 
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As the figures indicate, eighty-one per cent of the 
veterans of Florida Agricultural and Meohanlcal College answered 
yes to question 3.. Ninety per cent of the non-veterans answered 
yes. More non-veterans, then, express a feeling of a need for 
religion than veterans. The difference between the number of 
veterans and non-veterans who answered this question is only 
nine per cent, which means that the difference is only slight* 
Those students who failed to answer yes to this question seem to 
be equally divided between the doubtful and those who said no. 
Ten per cent of the veterans said no* Nine per cent of the veteran 
said doubtful* Five per cent of the non-veterans who failed to 
answer yes said no, and five per cent said that they were 
doubtful. 
More students at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
feel the need of religion than at Harvard.. Sixty-four per 
cent of the veterans and seventy-six per cent of the non- 
veterans at Harvard feel the need of religion in their lives. 
There is a difference of seventeen per cent between the number 
of veterans at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College who 
feel the need of religion and those at Harvard* There is a 
difference of fourteen per cent between the non-veterans of the 
same two schools.. This difference^ according to Myrdal, is due 
to the regional differences of the locations of the schools*P- 
^Gunnar Myrdal, op* cit., p. 863. 
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More non-veterans in both Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College and Harvard than veterans of the same schools 
feel the need of religion,. The differences between the number 
of veterans and non-veterans in both schools who feel the need 
of religion are similar. There is a difference of nine per cent 
between the veterans and non-veterans of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College and twelve per cent between similar groups 
at Harvard who feel the need of religion. According to the 
figures in table 2, veterans are not as religious as non-veterans. 
Harvard students were more willing to say no than the Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College students. 
Eighty-two per cent of the students of Radcliffe College 
expressed a need for religion in their lives* Eighteen per cent 
either said no or that they were doubtful,. No veterans at 
Radcliffe College answered this question. Two-thirds of those 
students of Radcliffe College who failed to answer yes, answered 
no. 
Religion was not defined by the students nor the administrat¬ 
ors. Also, the students did not say in what way they need 
religion in their lives* Therefore, the answers to this question 
reveal only the veterans and the non-veterans who feel the need 
of religion in some form in some area of their lives. 
The Influence of The Students1 Own Background..— The students 
were asked to what degree religion had been an influence in 




DEGREES OF RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE IN UPBRINGING* 
Degree ' 
i 
Florida A and M 1 
(N=479) ' 
Harvard! ' Radcliffe! 
i 
Very Marked ' 54 • 16.4 •' 89 ' 
Moderate 1 48 • 43.7 • 31*5 
Slight ' 4 - « 33*8 ' 89 
None at all • 6 ' 6*1 ' 10*5 
« 
The figures above represent percentages. 
-'■Numbers from Harvard and Radcliffe are not available* 
Fifty-four per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College say that religion has been a very marked 
influenced in their upbringing* Forty-two per cent say that it 
was moderate. Four per cent say that it was slight* None say 
that religion has had no effect in their upbringing* 
At Harvard,, sixteen and four tenths per cent say that 
feligion was very marked in their upbringing* Forty-three and 
seven tenths per cent say that it was moderate, thirty-three 
and eight tenths per cent say that it was slight, and six and 
one tenth per cent say that it had no effect whatsoever. 
At Radcliffe College twenty-nine per cent say that religion 
was very marked in their upbringing* Thirty-one and five 
tenths per cent say that it was moderate, twenty-nine per cent 
say that it was slight,, and ten and five tenths per cent say 
that it had no effect on their upbringing. 
The degree of influence of religion on the upbringing in 
the lives of the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College is not similar to that of the students of 
12 
Harvard and Radcliffe College. Probably this is due to the 
differences between social backgrounds.. The Negro church is a 
community center as well as a place of worshipIt is the 
meeting place for friends who have not seen one another during 
the week or since the last catastrophe.. The difference between 
the influence of religion on the lives of the students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College and the influence 
of religion on the lives of students in Eastern schools is very 
marked, but can be easily explained.. 
Very few students of any of the three schools say that 
religion has had no effect on their lives. The modal expression 
for the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
is that religion has been very marked in their upbringing* 
The modal expression for Harvard and Radcliffe students is that 
it has been moderate. 
It is interesting, also, to note that although one hundred 
per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College acknowledge that religion has been an influence in their 
lives, nineteen per cent of the veterans and ten per bent of the 
non-veterans fail to say that they need religion* At Harvard, 
ninety-three and nine tenths per cent of the students say that 
religion has been an influence in their lives,, yet only sixty- 
four per cent of the veterans and seventy-six per cent of the 
•kiunnar MyrdalL,. oj)* cit... p* 935* 
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non-veterans feel a need for religion. Eighty-nine and five 
tenths per cent of the Radcliffe College students say that 
religion has been an influence in their lives, yet only eighty- 
two per cent feel the need of religion in their lives. This 
difference between the number who were trained in religion and 
those who need religion might not necessarily mean a trend away 
from religion.. The students ;are now at the age when most youths 
are seeking for a sound philosophy of life. Many of them are 
now in a state of confusion. 
In order to be able to determine the relationship between 
the need for religion and the degree of religious influence in 
upbringing, table four was prepared. 
TABLE 4 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NEED FOR RELIGION AND.DEGREE 
OF RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE IN UPBRINGING 
’Florida A and M 
» CN-479) 
Harvard-1- Radcliffe-1- 
Very Marked ' 88 82 96 
Moderate 1 87.6 78 85 
Slight ’ 68.7 52 76 
None at all ' 0 32 44 
The figures above represent percentages. 
^Numbers from Harvard and Radcliffe were not available. 
Table 4 reveals that early training effects religious 
attitudes in later life. At Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College eighty-eight per cent of the students whose religious 
influence was very marked in early life feel the need of religion. 
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Eighty-seven and six tenths per cent of those having had moderate 
influences feel the need of religion and sixty-eight and seven 
tenths per cent of those having had slight influences feel the 
need of religion*. According to these figures,, there is a re¬ 
lation between religious influence in early life, and the need 
of religion, but it is not in direct proportion to the degree* 
At Harvard and Radcliffe there seems to be a relationship 
between the felt need of religion and the degree of influence* 
Generally the relation seems to be in proportion to the degree 
of influence *. This is not so at the Florida school. The 
difference might be in the manner of defining the degrees. There 
is no way to find out exactly how each student defined the 
degree of influence. Regardless of this variation all three 
of the groups reveal that early training has effect on religion*. 
The Harvard and Radcliffe studies reveal that the effect is in 
proportion to the degree of influence*. 
Table 5 reveals the per cent reporting various types of 
influences * 
This table reveals that at Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College sixty-four per cent of those answering this 
question say their parents have influencedCtheir religious 
attitudes *. At Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College the 
parental influence is greater than any other of the influences 
listed. Sixty-two per cent of the pupils at the same school 
recognize the church as being an influence. According to this 
finding, parents need something more than general intelligence 
15 
îf children are to he given a fair start in life*! The 
TABLE 5 
PERCENTAGES REPORTING VARIOUS 
TYPES OF INFLUENCES 
1 Florida 










Parental influence • 64 i 51 • 34 
Fear or insecurity ' 16 i 43 ' 46 















35 ■ 27 
Aesthetic anneal ' 5 t 25 ' 41 
Church teachings • 62 i 24 ' 34 
Gratitude ' 19 i 23 ' 42 
Reading ' 18 20 ' 24 
Studies ' 24 li 17 ' 19 
Sorrow or bereavement ' 10 1 17 * 26 
A Mystical exnerience ' 15 i 10 ' 21; 
Sex turmoil ' 2 i 8 • 8 
.parental influence ranks first with Harvard students hut fifth 
with Radcliffe students,. Why women douht the influence of the 
home on their religion more than men is not clear. On the 
other hand, the church is the center of Southern Negro life2 
which explains the large number of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College students reporting that the church is one 
of the ma^or influences in their lives. The church ranks sixth 
^Ruth Andrus and May E, Peabody, Parent-Child Relationships 
(New York, 1930),, p, IS, 
2Gurmar Myrdal, .op, pit,, see page £2, 
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as an Influence on the lives of Harvard students and shares 
fifth place with parental influence for Radcliffe students* 
Ranking third as an influence on the religious thinking of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College students is the 
personal Influence of others* This same influence ranked third 
with Harvard students and second with the Radcliffe students. 
This supports the view that the home alone is not the only 
important factor in rearing children* Neighbors and other 
people with whom children come in contact have much influence on 
the molding of personalities..3* Too, this reveals that good 
churches and good schools alone are not enough, the entire 
community must be wholesome* 
Fourth in rank, as an influence on the rëL igious lives of the 
students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College are 
studies in schools and colleges* This particular influence ranks 
ninth with Eastern students. The difference here can be 
explained through the large number of Negroes who are Protestants.2 
The Negro teacher, though restrained from using the Bible as a 
text,., can easily teach the principles of the church and there 
will be little or no conflict*3 In other schools of the North 
and East there is a more heterogenous religious group represented 
^Howard W* Odum, Understanding Society (New York, 1947),. 
p*. 444. 
p 
R* F* Murphy, Religious Bodies (Washington., 1941), p* 876. 
3This is not to imply that the Negro teacher has any 
special gift, but she is generally free to carry on as she sees 
fit*. See Gunnar Myrdal, op* c_it., p*. 880* 
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in the schools, and religious teachings are refrained from more. 
A partial solution is also given to the problem which religious 
leaders now face as a result of the Supreme Court's ruling 
that in no form shall religion be taught in any school* The 
church related colleges can put more emphasis on teacher 
training* This study reveals that both teachers and the school 
have much influence on the religious lives of students, regardless 
of the separation of church and state*^ 
Twenty-two per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College recognize the influence of tradition on 
their religious thinking* Thirty-five per cent of the Harvard 
students and twenty-seven per cent of the Radcllffe students 
recognize tradition as an influence* There is nothing unexpected 
in this finding* Religion and the church tend to cling to those 
things which are traditional,^ and refuse to accept reformed 
ideas since the days of the eighth century prophets until the 
present* 
Nineteen per cent of the Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College students and twenty-three per cent of the 
Harvard students say that gratitude has been an influence in 
^*Allport and others of the Harvard University Department of 
Social Relations interpret this finding differently* With 
separation of state and religion being compulsory, it seems that 
the influence should have been much lower* The conclusion here, 
then, is that it is marked* 
p 
^Study the rituals, hymnals and confessions of religions* 
Most of them are Medieval in origin, and many are pre-Christian* 
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their religious thinking* Forty-two per cent of the Radcliffe 
students say that gratitude has been an influence in their lives. 
At Harvard, a school in the same geographical area as Radcliffe 
and opened to males of all faiths, races, and regions, only 
twenty-three per cent of its students say that gratitude has 
been a conditioning factor in their religious beliefs,., and at 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, a southern, Negro, 
co-educational institution, only nineteen per cent say that 
gratitude has influenced them. These figures seem to reveal that 
the average for college students is approximately twenty per cent.. 
According to the figures in table 5, within the first 
quartile is the effect of reading on the religious lives of college 
students.. Eighteen per cent of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College,, twenty per cent of the 
students of Harvard, and twenty^four per cent of the students of 
Radcliffe say that reading outside of school or college has 
influenced their lives. 
According to table a smaller number of students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College report that reading 
outside of school has influenced their lives than the Eastern 
schools* Southern religious life and Negro religious literature, 
ih particular, are centered around life after death. College 
persons are facing life on earth and need literature which will 
help them to solve employment problems, entangled love affairs, 
and conflicts with teachers, deans, and parents. Religious 
19 
literature needs to be more of a problem solving device 
Fear and insecurity rank very low as an influence on the 
religious lives of students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College f! yet they rank very high as an influença 
on the lives of students of Eastern schools.. This seems to' be 
contrary, to what one would expect when segregation, lynching, 
police brutality, injustices in court, and other unpleasant 
situations are said to be experiences of Southern Negroes^ 
while the East and North are said to be more liberal, guarantee 
more Justice, and have more of the nation's wealth» Yet, com¬ 
pared with the sixteen per cent of the Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College students who say that fear and insecurity 
have been an influence in their lives, are forty-three per cent 
at Harvard and forty-six per cent at Radcliffe» The answer 
depends upon several factors»2 The first is in the definition 
of the term insecurity» It is possible that the students tend to 
differ in defining the term insecurity» Second, Northern and 
Eastern students are conscious of the enormous wealth 
surrounding them, yet the competition which they must face in 
Couch cites two fallacies in literature of the South 
which might be contributing causes of this situation.. First,, 
the South places too much emphasis on protecting itself in its 
literature* Second, much of the literature by and for Negroes are 
hèld in contempt by those more advanced in knowledge. See 
W* T*. Couch. Culture in the South (Chanel Hill. N. C... 1935).DO. 
184, 190. 
g 
Some scholars believe that the social hospitality of thè 
South serves as a carthasis* The people talk out their troubles 
rather than allow them to stack up as an emotional block* These 
scholars believe that in‘this manner fear,•insecurity and 
bereavement are released* See W» T.. Couch, op. cit., p* 43. 
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securing that wealth is very keen.. The Southern Negro students 
see on the whole, but little wealth*-*- Furthermore, the com¬ 
petition is keen only in the lower educational strata. Also, it 
is possible that many of the students are reacting against what 
they have beeniaught by their ministers, and the students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College refuse to acknowledge 
that the "Hell Fire" gospel2 which is preached by many Negro 
ministers have had an effect on their lives*. 
Fifteen per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College say that mystical experience has been an 
influence in their lives. Ten per cent of the Harvard students 
and twenty-one per cent of the Radcliffe students make similar 
acknowledgements* Students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College are near the average norm,, considering the 
fact that it is a co-educational school which is five per cent 
above the norm of the Harvard students,, all males, and six per 
cent below the Radcliffe students, all females* Here again, 
one must be aware that the term "mystic” has various meanings 
for various persons*® 
■%.. T* Couch., op., cit*. p* 36* 
2This is a philosophy of many Negro ministers' sermons which 
holds that the aim of man on earth is to escape from a lake of 
fire. 
3Along with fidelity to social traditions of the South,, is 
fidelity to religious traditions* The Negro minister of the South 
who refrains from the "Social, gospel" only follows the pattern 
of the South in ^pneral* See W* !.. Couch, op* cit. « p. 262* 
®See definitions for mystical experience and mysticism in 
introduction* Many persons incorrectly think of mystics as being 
some type of magic or enchantment* Theologically, it means not 
by oj? through ordained channels» 
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Southern Negroes are generally thought of as a group who 
believe in mystics,, and magics.. If the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College understand the term "mystic" 
as being some type of witchcraft or enchantment, the meaning 
applied to the word "mystic" by many*. then it seems that these 
students have not mixed magic and enchantment with their 
religious beliefs. If they understand the term "mystic" to 
mean a subjective and personal communion with God, irrespective 
of sacraments* Baptism, The Lord"s Supper, Ordination, Washing 
of Feet,, etc.,, then these answers reflect the influence of the 
sacraments on the religious lives of college students. It is 
impossible %o determine exactly what the figures reveal when the 
use of the term "mystics" is not clearly defined.. 
According to table 5, sorrow and bereavement have been an 
influence on the lives of twenty-six per cent of the students 
at Radcliffe, seventeen per cent of the students of Harvard,, 
but only ten per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College. The difference may be due to the 
philosophy of trouble of Negroes and the role religion has 
played in the lives of Negro students during their hours of 
trouble 
Just what the Negro students' philosophy of trouble is can- 
^It is possible that the Negro student in college looks 
upon himself as a favored person and has therefore adopted the 
idea of vertical mobility. 
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not be stated here as there is not available a recent study of 
such, but trouble, fear, sorrow, and bereavement affect Negro 
students' religion less than they do students of Eastern 
schools.. 
Another important phase of the religious thinking of human 
beings is important is the aesthetic appeal. It had an in¬ 
fluence on the religious lives of forty-one per cent of the 
Radcliffe students, twenty-five per cent of the Harvard studentsj 
but upon only five per cent of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College.1 According to the Carnegie 
Foundation of Teaching,,2 students from the Southern religion 
* 
rank lower in fine arts than students from any other- region of 
America. Aesthetics and art are becoming lost subjects for 
Southern students. It is doubtful that this same group of 
students would place aesthetics very high as an influence in 
any area of their lives. 
Sex turmoil is at the bottom of the list of terms checked 
by students of the three schools. Eight per cent of the 
students from both Harvard and Radcliffe say that sex influenced 
their religion. Only two per cent of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College say that sex turmoil has 
■^It is possible that because of the lack of personnel 
and facilities at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
aesthetic experiences have been dismissed as merely entertain¬ 
ing playfulness.. Some people do this. See Milton C„ Nahm, 
Aesthetic Experience and its Presuppositions (New York, 1946), 
p . 3 ». 
2 The Graduate Record Examination (New York, 1948 ), p. 1 • 
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influenced their lives. 
Attitudes of Students toward the -rhurch of 'Their Upbringing. 
Table 6 was prepared to show the relationship between the nature 
of the religious background and the present choice of students. 
TABLE 6 
NATURE OF RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 
AND PRESENT CHOICE 
System 






















• 4 • 2 
i i 








• 44 • 18 
i i 








. 7 . 6 
i i 








• 4 i 11 
i i 
i 5 i 5 
Judaism » 0 1 0 • 17 ' 6 • 18 • 8 
Other • 2 i 1 ' 8 ' 5 • 12 ' 8 
New Tyoe Needed 1 C i 5 1   1 11 t   i 11 









*The figures in this table represent percentages. 
As the figures show, eighty-seven per cent of the students 
of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, forty-four per 
cent of the students of Harvard and forty per cent of the students 
of Radcliffe have a Protestant background» Seventeen per cent 
of the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
twenty-six per cent of the students of Harvard and twelve per cent 
of the students of Radcliffe have broken away from the Protestant 
faith. Many of these students have become irreligious. The 
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Roman Catholics have made gains among the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College*. • The Catholics lost members 
at Harvard*. However this faith claimed fourteen per cent of the 
students at Radcliffe. The Roman Catholics have five exclusively 
Negro Churches in Florida and Negroes are allowed to attend 
white Catholic worship services* The social program of the 
Roman Catholic Church might be an attraction for Negro students* 
Two per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College have Anglo-Catholic backgrounds, however, there 
is no Anglo-Catholic or Eastern Orthodox Church for Negroes in 
2 
Florida* If that church has a mission program in Florida among 
the Negro population, it was not found at the time Of this study. 
Liberalized Protestantism made about the same amount of gain 
among the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
as was made at Harvard. No gains are being made by Ethical 
Christianity at Radcliffe*. 
None of the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College were influenced by Judaism in their religious life* 
One student preferred Judaism as a religion. This one student 
is such small portion of the total number answering this 
question that Judaism received no credit for tiim in the table*. 
In the Eastern schools Judaism has suffered a tremendous loss* 
^T*. F* Murphy, jop. clt.. p*. 876* 
gIbid. Some members of the Episcopalian Church consider 
themselves as Anglo-Catholics, which might account for Anglo- 
Catholic backgrounds when there is no such church for Negroes 
in Florida* 
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The Social Relations Department of Harvard attributes this loss 
to the persecutions persons of the Jewish faith have suffered* 
Five per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College and eleven per cent from Harvard and Radcliffe 
each express a need for a new type of religion. 
According to these findings, it seems that students of 
college age begin to shift their choices from one religion to 
another.. 
The Students Faiths Compared With His Parents1.— Table 7 
was prepared to show how the students compare their faiths with 
that of their parents’’. 
TABLE 7 
STUDENTS' COMPARISON OF OWN AND 
PARENTS’ FAITH* 
Students' ' Florida A and M ' Harvard ' Radcliffe 



































Don't know • 21 31 ' 10 ' 21 ' 18 i 26 
#The figures in this table represent percentages. 
The figures show, few students believe that their faith is 
more firm than that of their parents. Eight per cent of the 
students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, seven 
per cent of the students at Harvà£d,>and fourteen per cent of 
the students at Radcliffe believe that their faith is more firm 
than that of their mothers'. Sixteen per cent of the students 
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at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College,, sixteen per cent 
of the students of Harvard and twenty-three per cent of the 
students of Radcliffe believe that their faith is more firm than 
their fathers ' * Thirty per cent of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College believe that their faith is 
less firm than their mothers', while only twenty-two per cent 
believe that their faith is less firm than their fathers'*. 
Fifty-one per cent of the students at Harvard believe that their 
faith is less firm than their mothers',, while only twenty-seven 
per cent believe that their faith is less firm than their 
fathers*' Forty-one per cent of the. students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College believe that their faith 
is about the same as their mothers,' while thirty-one per cent 
believe that their faith is about the same as their fathers.' 
At Harvard it was found that thirty-two per cent believed their 
faith to be about the same as their mothers' while thirty-six 
per cent believed that their faith is about the same as their 
fathers.' The Radcliffe study reveals that twenty-seven per 
cent believed that their faith is about.the same as their 
fathers*' At all three schools it was found that there are 
from eight to ten per cent more students who did not know 
about their fathers' faiths, than those who did not know about 
their mothers' faiths* 
Table 7 reveals: first, that when persons become older 
they display a more sound philosophy than younger persons* yourger 
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persons are not as sure as older persons about what they believe; 
secondly, students respect their mothers' role1 in religion more 
than they do their fathers' role* This might be due to the 
demands society makes of women for higher moral standards than 
that demanded of men, also, the home is considered to be sacred 
and pivots around the mother* Thirdly, more students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College believe that their faith is 
about the same as their parents than any other alternative that 
they were allowed to choose* The modal expression of the students 
of the Eastern schools is that their faith is less firm than 
their parents*. The religion of the fathers of all students is 
not as well known to the student's as their mothers*. This may 
be one of the results of mothers being at home with the children 
more than fathers. 
Table 8 was prepared to show the percentage of students 
reporting reaction against religious training. 
The data presented in table 8 indicates that non-Roman 
Catholics' of Florida .Agricultural and Mechanical College do 
not react against their religious training as much as Roman 
J 
Catholics, in spite of the gains which the Roman Catholics havë 
made among this student group* At Harvard the non-Roman 
Catholics react against their training more often than the 
^The role of the mother in the American home is vital. 
See Ruth Andrus and May E. Peabody., op* cit.. p.%" 23. 
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Roman Catholic. In spite of the reaction against the Roman 
Catholic teachings the Roman Catholics are able to make gains 
at the Florida institution. 
TABLE 8 
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS REPORTING REACTION 
AGAINST RELIGIOUS TRAINING - 
' ' Florida A and M 1 Harvard 
Answer 'Non-Roman'Roman Catholic'Non-Roman'Roman Catholic 
'Catholic ' (N»22) 'Catholic ' (N=64) 
 '(N=453) ' '(N«»515) »  
Tes ■ 37 « 50 ' 73 « 62  
No ' 48 » 45 ' 18 ' 28  
Doubtful ' 15 ' 5 ' 9 » 10  
The manner of defining the term "reaction" here might, 
also, be a determining factor. The students might have reacted 
inwardly against the Roman Catholic dogma,, yet held fast to the 
program of the church. 
Fifty-one per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College reacting against their religious 
teachings did so between the ages of fifteen and twenty. Twenty- 
two per cent reacted between the ages of twelve and fifteen. 
Almost three-fourths of the students reacted between ages of 
twelve and twenty. This reveals the power of adolescence on 
religion. Of the number reacting only seven per cent now wholly 
disagree with their parents. Sixty-two per cent partially 
disagree, and thirty-one per cent again wholly agree with their 
parents. The reaction is a wandering around in a confused state, 
and finally, at least, partially returning to early training. 
29 
Religious Awakening.— No table was prepared for this 
particular discussion, but seventy-five per cent of the students 
of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College say that for 
them.religion is a subjective and personal matter. Twenty-eight 
per cent of this number say that this subjective awareness came 
as a definite crisis (conversion). This number represents 
exactly twice as many as those of Harvard who reported a definite 
crisis. Yet this number is much smaller than the forty-nine per 
cent who reported a gradual awakening. .In spite of the enormous 
amount of talk about the "Hell Fire Revivals" among Negroes in 
the South,, approximately half of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College came into their religious 
consciousness by Christian nurture. This should be important to 
young men who are just entering the ministry. Effective 
religious programs should be more educationally centered than 
the "Old Fashioned Revival" programs. 
The number who reported a gradual awakening is much smaller 
than the number of Harvard students who reported a gradual 
awakening (73#), but this is as expected. In the South, and 
among Negroes especially, ministers still put more emphasis on 
the "Old Fashioned Revival." It is well to note here, again, 
that church teachings rank high on the list of influences 
affecting the religious lives of Negro students. Mystical 
experience, in whatever manner it was defined, ranks very low. 
Thirty-nine per cent of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College say that this awakening 
came between the ages of fifteen and twenty. Thirty-four per 
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cent say that it came between the ages of twelve and fifteen. 
Seventy-three per cent say that it came between the ages of 
twelve and twenty. It was, also, seventy-three per cent of this 
same group of students who reacted against their religious 
teachings between the ages of twelve and twenty. During the 
adolescent period youth are not only awakening to the feligious 
ideals of their environment, but also they are reacting against 
the religious principles. Without a doubt, this is the age 
which the school, home, church, and family should take care and 
guide youth properly, for they are more easily led in this 
period of life.. 
Attitudes of Students toward the Conflict between Religion 
and Sciehce.— The students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College are not as worried about the alleged conflict between 
religion and science as the Harvard students. Table 9 shows what 
the students of these two schools think about the alleged conflict.. 
Table 9 revëals that fifty-eight per cent of the students 
of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College say that science 
and religion clearly support one another.. Only twenty-one per 
cent of the students of Harvard say that the conflict is 
definitely irreconcilable. Only six per cent of the students, of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College took this view. 
More Harvard students than students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College believe that the conflict is negligible. 
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TABLE 9 
"HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE FREQUENTLY MENTIONED CONFLICT 
BETWEEN THE FINDINGS OF SCIENCE AID THE PRINCIPAL 
(BASIC) CONTENTIONS OF RELIGION?”* 




Religion and Science clearly 
support one another . 58 
« 
It 21 
Conflict is negligible (more 
apparent than real) ! 19 
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• 32 
Conflict is considerable but 

















The figures in this table represent percentages.. 
Nothing is known by the writer about the religious attitude 
of the science Instructors on the faculty of Harvard, but for 
many years Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College had, 
and has now, at least one ardent supporter of the church and 
religion on the faculty of its science department. This is not 
the sole determining factor, but it has played an important role 
in the adjustment of students to this problem. 
The students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
are more religious than the students of Harvard. This reveals 
that persons who are the most religious are less worried about 
the alleged problem existing between religion and science* It 
is the atheists, the irreligious, and the fanatics who are most 
concerned about the probleip. 
In addition to the foregoing, the findings of this study 
reveals that religion and science can exist peacefully in the 
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same environment.. 
In a region where intelligent persons must wrestle with 
the problem of religion and science the problem is given more 
thought and a solution is often reached. The students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College were asked to explain 
their answers briefly* Though many of the explanations reveal 
ignorance about the problem, most of them show that the students 
had given considerable attention to it and reached some kind of 
satisfactory answer.. The explanation given most frequently is 
that of "Cause to effect 
One explanation which seems to represent the idea advanced 
by many of those who have concluded that the argument from 
cause and effect reconcilates science and religion says; 
I believe that the more advancements that science 
makes, the more évidence there is a Supreme Being enabling 
that advancement* 
Some of. those who believe that science and religion 
clearly support one another hold that view because of false 
Bible teachings. One said: "Because everything that's 
happening now in science, the Bible has stated that this would 
p 
happen." 
This argument can be traced back to the medieval period, 
may be further back still* There is no reason to believe that 
all these students are familiar with the great thinkers in 
philosophy and Christian thought. 
2 
This is reading into passages of scripture that which is 
not there* The scriptures, contrary to what many people believe, 
make no predictions of twentieth century activities* Prophets 
dealt only with happenings of their day*. Many laymen incorrectly 
believe that a prophet was one who predicted the future. 
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Many of the students were able to define specific offices 
or duties for science and religion* One of these stated;: 
Religion, im my opinion, is concerned with the morals 
of man.. Science, on the other hand, is concerned with 
knowledge,. Science enables man to make almost anything 
e.g, the atomic bomb, man's religion should be strong 
enough to enable him to use it constructively (morally)* 
Some think that religion and science explain each other, 
this idea is reflected in the statement which follows; 
I believe this way because I think that you must have 
a small, or rather limited amount of knowledge of science 
in order to understand religion fully, and vice versa* 
There are many who believe science gives a more intelligent 
insight to the teachings of religion. The following is a 
statement reflecting this idea; 
It is said that science contradicts the works of the 
Bible, but to me, science tends tô help one to get a better 
understanding of the works of God, 
Some of the students believe that there is an argument 
between religion and science which would be no problem if the 
truth was clearly understood; as we see below;: 
I don't feel that a clear cut conflict exists, I 
think that there is a clash of ideologies which perhaps 
are not clearly understood and advanced. 
There are those who believe that the trouble is a failure 
to understand religion* An expression of this idea is as follows; 
"I believe if we are taught the science of religion there will 
be no conflict,"' 
For some the conflict is irreconcilable because scientists 
explain everything and leave nothing for religion to claim; 
» Scientists seem to attempt to have an explanation for the 
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origin of everything," wrote one student: 
Some believe-that science is unable to compete with religion 
and that, therefore, a conflict exists, This statement reveals 
this idea: "I don't believe science will ever be so perfect as 
to catch up with religion," 
Many expressions reveal that the reason the students them¬ 
selves interpret the Bible literally, A statement which reflects 
this literal interpretation is quoted below: 
Jonah's being swallowed by the whale, when a whale's 
throat is very small seems to indicate that there is some 
discrepancy between science and religion.1 
Furthen there are those who seem very much confused about 
the problem. Following is a statement below which would seem to 
be typical of this confusion of thought: 
After going as far as I have in the field of science, 
I sometime wonder about certain things that were taught 
me about Christ, I am often puzzled. 
Most of the statements reveal clear, earnest thinking on the 
alleged conflict between religion and science; howçver,. many Of 
them reflect confusion, and literal and false interpretations of 
the Bible, A conclusion to these statements is that these students 
are thinking through the problem, but many Of them need con¬ 
structive and intelligent guidance. 
Students Self-Khowledge.— Evidence of students' insight 
into the strength of their own beliefs is revealed in table 10, 
^When correctly interpreted this story is symbolic. Literal 
interpretation of the Bible, as this student reveals, is very 
common among Southerners, 
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TABLE 10 
HH0W WOULD YOU SAY THAT YOUR OWN RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS 
AND NEEDS COMPARE WITH THOSE OF OTHER YOUNG 
PEOPLE OF YOUR OWN AGE?" 
Comparison 












34 ' 26 








32 ' 34 
ft 
The figures in this table represent percentages, 
•^Numbers from Radcliffe and Harvard were not available* 
As indicated in this table, most students are modest about 
their religious sentiments and needs. The students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College are strikingly modest. 
Sixty-eight per cent believe that their sentiments and needs are 
about average. Thirty-four per cent of the Radcliffe students 
and forty per cent of the Harvard students share this modest 
belief with the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College* This finding, if reliable, is valuable because it 
implies that quantity of attitudes might be measured yet the 
quality and intensity of that quantity is still unknown. More 
students from the East think that they are not as strong as the 
average than do students of Fltorida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College. A larger percentage of Radcliffe students than of any 
other group think that they are stronger than average* 
However, this table is useful to a limited degree. For a 
student to answer this question he must have a fair insight into 
36 
his own religious life and that of the average fellow-student. 
Whether or not his is true was not discovered in this study* 
Table 11 was prepared to show whether or not students feel 
that their religion sets them off from their contemporaries, 
TABLE 11 
"DO YOU FEEL THAT YOUR VIEWS REGARDING RELIGION, 
NO MATTER WHAT THEY ARE, IN ANY WAY MARK YOU 
OFF FROM YOUR CONTEMPORARIES, SO THAT YOU 
SOMETIME FEEL EMBARRASSED OR ISOLATED 
BECAUSE OF THESE VIEWS?"* 
Alternative 'Florida A and M ' 
• fN=469) ' 
Radcliffel ' Harvard^ 
i 
Yes • 21 • 28 ' 17 
No ' 68 ' 59 ' 73 
Doubtful ' 11 ' 13 ' 10 
ft 
The figures in this table represent percentages, 
^"Numbers from Radcliffe and Harvard were not available. 
Most students do not feel that they are being marked 
because of their religious beliefs. The percentages answering 
yes,, nor, and doubtful are similar in the three schools,. A 
variation is greater from the Radcliffe percentages. It seems 
that the sex difference is the determing factor. More Radcliffe 
students say that their religion marks them off from their con¬ 
temporaries than students of either of the other two schools* 
According to these figures women seem to be more sensitive to¬ 
ward class consciousness than men, 
Reliefs of students concerning theological Doctrines.— 
Four schools answered the question which rçras asked when this area 
was studied,. The three schools represented in the sample and the 
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University of Wisconsin, are represented in tais table. Table 12 
was prepared that the r esults might be more clearly understood, 
TABLE 12 
STUDENTS WITH VARIOUS VIEWS CONCERNING THE 
NATURE OF THE CHURCH (QUESTION 13)* 
Alternative 
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**The figures in this table represent percentages. 
■^Wisconsin students were urged to avoid the last two options 
on this scale. Harvard, Hadcliffe, and Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College students were freely allowed to elect them. 
The table reveals that the modal expression for students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, Harvard and Hadcliffe 
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is that the church represents the best in human life. The modal 
expression for students of the University of Wisconsin is that 
the church may do a good deal of harm. The students of the 
Wisconsin institution raise some questions. First, is this the 
attitude of large co-ed institutions? Is this the attitude of 
mid-Western institutions? Is this the attitude of pre-war 
college students? The very fact that the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, a "Deep South" institution, 
and Harvard and Radcliffe, Eastern institutions, elected the 
same alternative as a modal expression, answers the first and 
secondai in the negative. The only alternative left is that this 
was the attitude of pre-war college students toward the church. 
Very noticeable in this table is the social background of 
the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College. 
Beside accepting the statement that„ "On the whole the church 
stands for the best in human life" as a modal expression, their 
percentage is almost twice that of the students of Harvard and 
Radcliffe on the same alternative.. Furthermore, thirty-three 
per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College endorse the church as being an infallible foundation of 
civilized life. Six per cent of the students of Harvard and 
Radcliffe endorse this statement.. Only four per cent of the 
pre-war students of the Wisconsin school endorse this statement.. 
The third, fourth, and fifth alternatives in the table are 
statements condemning the church. Only six per cent of the 
students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College condemn 
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the church*. Thirty-four per cent of the' Harvard students 
condemn the church* Twenty-one per cent of the Radcliffe students 
condemn the church and sixty-six per cent of the pre-war 
students of the University of Wisconsin condemned the church* 
Wisconsin students were urged to avoid the last two alternatives, 
but eight per cent of the Radcliffe students and four per cent 
of the Harvard students say that they are not sufficiently 
familiar with the church to select an alternative* Hone of the- 
students of the Florida institution say that they are in¬ 
sufficiently acquainted with the church to do this* The church 
is the center of Negro life in the South* This explains the 
position assumed by the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College* 
Table 13 was prepared to show what the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College,, Harvard, and Radcliffe . 
believe about God. The first three alternatives express theistic 
or deistic positions*. The fourth alternative expresses an agnostic 
position*. The fifth and sixth alternative expresses a different 
position from any of the alternatives listed. 
According to table 13 on page 40, the largest percentages of 
the students of the three schools hold theistic or deistic 
positions* The need for religion seems to be related to the idea 
of God* Non-veterans seem to be more orthodox than veterans, 
both at Harvard and Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College* 
Students of the Florida institution seem to be more orthodox 
than the students of the Eastern; schools* Few students are 
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atheists. Only one per cent of the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College are atheists. More veterans 
than non-veterans are atheists. Between eleven and twelve per¬ 
cent of the students of all three schools,. Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, Harvard, and Radcliffe, have other 
positions. It is impossible to say what these other positions 
are* The strongly theistic or deistic positions taken by the 
students of the Florida institution is another reflection of 
the religious South* 
TABLE 13 
STUDENTS ENDORSING VARIOUS VIEWS OF THE DEITY** 
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None of these ' 1 ' ' ' ' 
alternatives 1 * ' • ' * 
■ft The figures in this table represent percentages. 
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Then table 14 was prepared to show the attitude of college 
students toward the person of Christ* 
TABLE 14 
STUDENTS SUBSCRIBING TO VARIOUS VIEWS OF THE 
NATURE OF CHRIST* 
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The figures in this table represent percentages. 
The modal expression of- the students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College is that Christ is the incarnation of God, 
The modal expression of the students of Harvard and Radcllffe 
is that Christ is a great prophet or teacher. Few students 
at any of the schools are willing to recognize Christ as being 
a mythical figure. More veterans are less willing to accept 
Christ as being the incarnation of God,, but more veterans are 
willing to accept him as great prophet or teacher. Also,.. more> 
veterans are willing to deny any of these three positions and 
set up other positions, but fewer veterans than non-veterans 
are willing to say that Christ is a mythical figure. Fewer 
students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College than 
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Harvard students are willing to accept Christ as a mythical 
figure* Students of Radcliffe College refused Altogether to 
say that Christ is a mythical figure* Also, noticeable is that 
more students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
are willing to deny all of these alternatives* It would be 
interesting to know whether or not those students who reject 
all alternatives are creating a new Christology* The Influence 
of the social or cultural aspect is noticeable as the students 
of the Florida school leads in accepting the orthodox view of 
Christ, but amazing,, also, is the fact that the students from 
this same school are more willing to reject the orthodox 
position and reach out for other completely new positions. 
The last table which has been provided to show what college 
students believe about the principles promulgated by religion 
is table 15* 
Again, non-veterans are more orthodox than veterans. 
More non-veterans than veterans subscribe to the historical 
view concerning immortality. The modal expression for Harvard 
and Radcliffe students is that immortality is an influence 
upon children and social institutions* The students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College accept personal immortality 
as a modal expression. Very few of the students of the Eastern 
schools subscribe to the doctrine of reincarnation* About 
twelve per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College subscribe to reincarnation* This is about 
what is expected of the two student groups. The students of the 
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Eastern schools hear much social gospel preached* The Southern 
ministers, especially Negro ministers,, preach an ’’Other World” 
gospel religion. The theology which is preached has an effect 
upon the attitudes of people.. 
TABLE 15 
PERCENTAGES OF STUEENTS SUBSCRIBING TO VARIOUS VIEWS 
OF IMMORTALITY* 
Alternative 














Personal immortality i 40 . 46 . 21 28 • 34 
Reincarnation i> 13 . 12 . 1 . 2 ' 1 
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• 34 * ' 35 __ 
Disbelieve in any of 
these senses 
ll 
• 4 ' 2 
i 
' 11 » 5 ' 3 
None of these 
alternatives 
i 
' 18 ' 17 . L7 
i i 
' 20 ' 19 
to 
The figures in this table represent percentages* 
Students Religious Practices.-- Table 16 was prepared to 
show how students practice their religion. Students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College lead the three institutions 
in religious practices* However, the students of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College are required to attend 
church *1- Conclusions reached by studying this table might be 
^-Bulletin. Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College* 
(Tallahasse, January,, 1948),, p* 29. The department of Social 
Relations,. Harvard University, does not say whether or not 
Harvard and Radcliffe students are compelled to attend church. 
TABLE 16 
PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS REPORTING VARIOUS DEVOTIONAL 
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Key to above table— M-Monthly, Bft-Bl-Weekly, W=Weekly, OT-Once or Twice, NA-Not at 
all, D» Daily* FF-FairiJiy Frequently, 0»Occasionally, R-Karely, N-Never„ F=Frequently. 
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biased because of regulations' concerning church attendance* 
However, students of the Florida institution pray more and 
experience more than the students of the Eastern schools* 
Non-veterans in all of the schools, both Harvard and Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, attend church more, pray 
more often, and experience reverence more than veterans. 
More veterans do not attend church at all than non-veterans * 
Radcliffe students seem to practice their religion more often 
than Harvard non-veterans, but less often than non-veterans 
of Florida Agricultural and Me-chanical College* More will be 
pointed out about religious practices in table 17. 
Table 17 reveals that Roman Catholic students are more 
orthodox in their belief toward the Deity than Protestants, 
Jews, or those professing a need for a new type of religion. 
Roman Catholic students of Harvard are more orthodox in their 
belief toward immortality, but Roman Catholics of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College are less orthodox in 
their beliefs concerning immortality than Protestants. Roman 
Catholic students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
are more rebellious than those at Harvard* Also,; the Roman 
Catholic students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College are largely converts from Protestant Christianity* 
Therefore, Roman Catholic students of Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College do not represent an old line conservative 
group,, but a radical liberal group* 
Most students attend church at least once or more per month. 
TABLE 17 
RELIGIOUS BELIEF AND CONDUCT OF STUDENTS WHO EXPRESS NEED 
FOR RELIGION - ACCORDING TO CHOICE OF RELIGIOUS SYSTEM* 
<£> 
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The figures in this table represent percentages, 
Key to table 17. DT-Deistic or Theistic, AP*A11 other Positions, PR=personal or 
Reincarnation, MM-Monthly or More often, 0TN=Qnce or Twice or Never,. DF0=Daily, 
Frequently, Occasionally, RN**Rarely or Néver* 
47 
More Protestant students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College attend church than Roman Catholics. Roman Catholics 
do not accept Protestant worship as church. Many of the 
Catholic students may not consider the services at Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College as church.. Though the 
church services at this school is non-sectarian it is influenced 
mostly by and is under the supervision of a Protestant 
Chaplain. Only one student says that he prefers Judaism as a 
system.. This student is strictly unorthodox in his belief in 
immortality, but very faithful in his religious practices. 
Among the Roman Catholic students of Harvard all attend 
services once or more per month. Only sixty-one per cent of 
the Protestant students at Harvard attend church once or more 
per month. 
Catholics at both Harvard and Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College pray more often than non-Catholics. Also, 
they have fé'elings of revêrence more often than other those 
of faiths.. Catholics are more devout than non-Cat holies.. 
Those expressing Judaism as a choice, except the one at 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, are less orthodox 
and less regular in their church attendance than other groups.- 
Those students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College who desire a new type of religion seem to be a devout 
group but not as devout as the other students. They are 
unorthodox in their beliefs concerning immortality. The students 
of Harvard who ask for a new type of religion are very unorthodox 
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and rather indifferent toward religious practices. 
The Religion of Veterans..— In order to find out the 
effects of active war service on religious attitudes question 
18 was asked veterans and tables 18 and 19 were prepared. 
Seventeen per cent of the veterans of Florida Agricultural \ 
and Mechanical College say that the war made them less 
religious. Nineteen and two-tenths per cent of the students of 
Harvard and eighteen and six-tenths per cent of the veterans 
of Princeton say the war made them less religious. Fifty-one 
per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College say that the war made them more religious. 
Twenty-six and three-tenths per cent of Harvard and twenty- 
five and one-tenths per cent of the veterans of Princeton say 
that the war made them more religious* 
Thirty-two per cent of the veterans of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, fifty-four and five-tenths 
per cent of the veterans of Harvard and fifty-three and three- 
tenths per cent of the veterans of Princeton say that religion 
had no effect on them religiously. 
War made but few less religious. The numbers of Harvard 
and Princeton veterans affected religiously by the war agree 
substantially. More than half of the veterans of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College were made more religious* 
The influence of the cultural background again presents it¬ 
self* The men of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
turned to that force which is considered most strong in their 
culture duringthe crisis*. What the Harvard and Princeton 
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students turned to, strategy, wisdom, or a pessimistic fate, 
is not known by the writer. 
TABLE 18 
THE EFFECT OF WAR EXPERIENCES ON THE 
RELIGIOSITY OF VETERANS* 
—q-,  .... 
1 Florida i Harvard 1 Princeton^ 
Effect i A and M i (N=266) » (N=199) 
i fN-156) i i 
Made more religious i 51 » 26.3 ' 25.1 
Made less religious 1 17 1 19.2 * 18.6 
No effect in this I i i 
regard 1 32 i 54.5 » 53.3 
'The figures in this table represent percentages. 
^Three per cent of Princeton students expressed no opinion. 
The other subjects of this study were not granted this 
alternative. 
TABLE 19 
EFFECT OF VJAR EXPREIENCES ON INTEREST 
IN PROBLEMS OF RELIGION* 
Effect 
1 Florida A and M 1 
• (N=108) • 
Harvard 
fN=267) 
Made more interested • 67 • 58.4 
Made less interested ' 0 ' 4.9 
No effect in this regard • 32 ' 36.7 
■U. 
The figures in this table represent percentages. 
There is but little difference between the effect of war 
on the interest toward the problem of religion of the veterans 
of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College and that of 
veterans of Harvard. Only four and nine-tenths per cent of 
Harvard veterans say that the war made them less interested 
in the problems of religion. More than fifty per cent of the 
veterans of both schools say that the war increased their 
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interest* The war, as a whole, was not harmful for religion, 
in spite of the fact veterans are slightly less religious than 
non-veterans* 
Veterans were asked to make a brief statement explaining 
the type of effect war experience had upon their religious 
views* Responses reveal that various incidents caused various 
attitudes* The sight of death was the most influential of 
the different incidents*. One veteran wrote: 
There was one particular incident that happened to 
me while I was in the armed forces* This experience that 
I had stimulated my thinking more in the ways of God* 
I was almost killed in an ammunition explosion while 
overseas* The most peculiar part of this incident was 
that I was closer to this explosion than those that got 
hurt badly or killed* That particular incident taught 
me to believe that there was someone, or somè all power¬ 
ful teing that protects individuals from harm* 
Continuous mental strain, the thought of being away froin 
home, continuously in danger, and in other unfavorable situat¬ 
ions had an effect on many men* One veteran expressed this 
view thusly;: "Due to the stress..and strain I became more 
religious*"' 
The incidents of war confused some soldiers, as revealed 
here ï: 
The effect of war experience on my religious views 
were quite bewildering to me* At times the impossible 
happened on my behalf which made me feel that I was God's 
chosen follower, then again.,-, came certain trying ex¬ 
periences that made me wonder why should a man have to 
withstand such punishment* 
Certain men had strong convictions concerning life when 
they went into the Army,, and refused to allow the war to 
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effect their religion any manner* One veteran wrote: 
The war did not affect my religious belief whatso¬ 
ever, because I have my own religious belief and I be¬ 
lieve certain things* I try to abide by some laws of my 
religious belief and certain laws of nature. My belief 
is the same now as ever*. 
Certain stern men who had cold atheistic attitudes still 
held to their views, just as certain men refused to allow 
their religion to be affected by the war* One veteran who 
said that the war had no effect wrote only two words: ”An 
Atheist”* 
Some soldiers had leisure time and used it analyzing the 
situations in which they were reared, often changing their 
own views as a result* A statement revealing this condition 
follows: 
My war experience as such had no effect upon my 
religious views, however, while I was in the Army I 
had considerable amount of leisure,. One cannot help 
but think: when there is nothing else to do* Through 
introspection, I could see that the religious teachings 
of my childhood had rendered me incapable of leading 
a sound and normal life* I saw the many faults in the 
present day religions and the need for reform. Realizing 
that I alone could not reform the world, I decided that 
I would reform myself by finding a new religious awakening* 
Many soldiers did not witness danger*. Their religious 
beliefs were affëcted only as they came in contact with 
soldiers who had sorrows. One veteran representing this 
group wrote: 
My problems were few, and therefore -t from personal 
feelings, I can only gather information, more or less, 
from observations,. 
The effects were only temporary for some. A veteran 
wrote 
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It made me read a New Testament and I prayed as 
never before, while on the front line. But as soon as 
I got out of danger, jr slacked off. 
As indicated in the statement below, the war made many men 
more tolerant toward other religious beliefs* 
In the many countries I have had the opportunity 
to visit, I feel that there are good people,'of other 
faiths or nationalities, wrote a soldier. 
Military regulation in the church antagonized many men. 
As I saw it, we forced to attend church whether you 
were a Christian or not* That part was all right* When 
the commanding officers issued an order that we would 
drill to church, I became angry with the idea, and 
decided definitely not to go* I don't think Christianity 
hinges around that type of leadership, wrote another 
soldier.. 
According to statements like the one below, the war made 
stoics out of some. 
The principal type of efféct war experiences had 
on my religious views is that I believe that in time 
all things will take place.. I feel that wars are 
inevitable. Inwardly I had no fear and I have none now. 
Whatever happens I believe it is for the better. Nothing 
I feel happens for the worse. 
The above statements represent ideas expressed in the 
many different ideas expressed in the many different state¬ 
ments made. The interesting factor is that men experiencing 
the same physical conditions have different psychological 
reactions.. 
Implications of Data for Education*— Answers to the 
questions dealing with backgrounds reveal that many factors 
determine the attitudes of individuals. Teachers should seek 
to know the factors in the lives of students which cause 
unpleasant attitudes, and should realize that differences 
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between cultures often create different attitudes » Teachers 
should know as much as possible of the case histories of each 
student* There are those who argue that teachers should not 
have access to students' records, ^tudents have various 
backgrounds, especially in schools of metropolitan areas, and 
the teachers should either have access to the principal's 
files or a personal file that she might be able to understand 
the various problems that arise* 
Factors other than the cultural factors affect attitudes* 
Sex has an effect in certain cases* Teachers should not be 
amazed to see the girls responding favorably while the boys 
are indifferent* 
Early training is an important factor. If students are 
expected to respond favorably in high schools and colleges, 
two things must be done,. First, qualified teachers must 
be encouraged to enter and remain in the elementary schools. 
Second, interest in the Parent-Teachers' Association should 
become the interest of all persons concerned about education. 
Parents should be taught how, wherever they do not know, and 
encouraged to see that their children develop wholesome 
personalities * 
■ In the South, the church has a marked influence on the 
lives of people. Regardless of its faults, teachers should 
recognize this, and seek to improve its leadership. Ignorant 
and narrow-minded ministers definitely affect the schools. 
They should be encouraged to improve their status. 
54 
Other people in the community than parents, ministers, 
and teachers contribute to the attitudes of students* All 
civic organizations which seek to raise the cultural level of 
the community should be of interest to teachers.. 
traditions contribute to attitudes. It is very difficult 
to change traditions of a community, even in a university or 
college community, but it is well for teachers to know some¬ 
thing about traditions of the community that an accurate 
knowledge of the influences of the lives of students might be 
known. 
Fear, insecurity, and intimidation do not affect religious 
attitudes constructively and it is likely that there is nothing 
constructive in the use of fear, insecurity, and intimidation 
in the classrooms* 
It seems that the curricula of seminaries need revising. 
Religious leadership should include coundelors, writers, 
journalists, sociologists, psychologists, and other specialists 
who can assist young people in the practical areas of life as 
well as the supernatural. Many factors influence the lives 
of people, yet the minister is trained mostly to handle the 
church.-*- 
The period of adolescence is a turbulent period in the 
^•The curricula of most seminaries offering courses lead¬ 
ing to the B. D.. or S. T- B. degree require only six hours of 
Education, which include counseling, guidance, psychology, and 
religious philosophy as electives. Sociology is usually elect¬ 
ive. Journalism and creative writing are generally omitted. 
Homiletics, church administration and seminars on preaching are- 
required each semester by most seminaries. 
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lives of young people* Teachers and principals should know 
this and construct their curricula to meet the situation* 
Also, teachers should not be surprised and alarmed over un¬ 
orthodox activities by persons of this age group*. It does not 
mean that these young people are dangerous but it seems that 
they are adventurous and are carelessly exploring various 
activities and areas of life. 
Mothers have more influence on the lives of students than 
fathers*. Mothers' clubs in schools are in keeping with good 
pedagogy, but the fathers should not be neglected entirely. 
Science teachers should not be too sensitive about 
teaching the findings of science to young people. It does 
not seem that students are as worried about these findings as 
popular sentiment seems to reveal. It is not that students 
have dismissed the problem, but, generally, they are able to 
arrive at a conclusion which is satisfying* 
The spirit of the age in which students live seems to be 
reflected in their attitudes, as revealed by answers given 
by the Wisconsin students* Teachers need to keep up with 
local, national and international news. 
Church-related colleges and seminaries should be able 
to promote Christianity with little trouble* Few students 
believe Christ to be a mythical figure* In a world of real¬ 
ism, it is doubtful that myth can survive. New Testament 
scholars should take advantage of this favorable attitude 
and teach the facts of the New Testament in the light of the 
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findings of research scholars in the field, rather than in 
agreement with conservative religionists who seek to make 
Christ what he was not* 
Chaplains, presidents, and deans should utilize the fact 
that students attend Church rather often, but there is a fear 
that some students will be neglected as many Catholics may 
not consider services under the supervision of Protestant 
ministers to be church* 
The findings from studying question 18 about veterans 
reveal that people understand things from different points of 
view* Teachers should remember that students understand what 
they teach:them in different manners* Tests should be con¬ 
structed in such a manner that they cover every possible point 
of view about the subject matter. Also;,, the statements reveal 
that people react differently to the same physical environment. 
Teachers should know that one student might react favorably 
to a program while another might react very -unfavorably to 
the same program. 
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CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
These paragraphs are the conclusions which have been 
reached as a result of this study* 
The cultural background is a determining factor in the 
attitudes of peoplè. If teachers, ministers and leaders are 
to understand the attitudes of their subjects, they must 
strive to understand the cultural background of the same. 
The students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
a Southern state-supported college, differed from Harvard and 
Radcliffe, Eastern schools in many of their religious beliefs. 
In many cases, the differences reflected the religious 
attitude of the South in general. 
Other factors than cultural factors are important in 
understanding people. There are cases in which the students 
of Harvard and Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
agreed against Radcliffe. 
The facts revealed in this study do not support the idea 
that a Godless generation is being reared. The majority of 
college students feel a need for religion, have a theistlc 
or deistic position and practice their religion. There is 
considerable support in this study for the contention that 
accusations made against groups of people without first 
studying the situation is unfair. 
Early training is an influence in the lives of people. 
This was seen in table 4. However, early training is not the 
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sole determining factors in the lives of people* 
Parents have a very marked influence on the lives of 
college students.. Teachers, ministers, and other leaders should 
seek to raise the level of the thinking of parents as well 
as that of the youth if they expect to get adequate results 
from their efforts* 
In the South, the church has much influence on the lives 
of children* It is necessary that intelligent leaders should 
be placed in teaching positions in this institution* 
Illiterate ministers will retard progress in the South in 
spite of large educational appropriations* Two movements are 
now in progress that have possibilities of raising the 
academic and intellectual level of church leadership* One is 
the Intersèminary movement which seeks to recruit college 
men for seminary study, and the other is the Rural Church 
program which trains young persons, lay and clerical, for 
service in the rural sections.. These movements should be 
encouraged by intelligent ministers and all teachers. 
Other people have an enormous amount of influence on 
the lives of young people. At least a third of the students 
of Harvard, Radcliffe, and Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College attest this fact in Table 5 of this study. 
Teachers and ministers should be interested in the cultural 
improvement of all persons of the community, even those who 
are not parents and who are not connected with the program 
which they seek to promote. The maximum possible cultural 
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Improvement can never be attained as long as the general 
attitude and cultural level of the constituents of the 
community are low*. 
Regardless of the separation of church and state in 
America, the two are related* Twenty-four per cent of the 
students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College have 
been influenced religiously by the school.Ministers and 
teachers should support each other's programs*. 
Thirty-five per cent of the Harvard students, twenty- 
seven per cent of the Radcliffe students, and twenty-two per 
cent of the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College 
students have been influenced by the traditions in the culture. 
Any leader who expects good results from his programs of 
activities should seek to know the traditions of the community* 
It seems that in sections where fear and insecurity are 
most prevalent the growing persons are less influenced 
constructively by that fear and insecurity. It is doubtful 
that intimidation of school children by teachers, and the 
"Fire and Brimstone" sermons by ministers really accomplish 
the aims for which they are intended* 
The church is failing to provide young people with 
inspirational literature. Reading out side of the church 
The Harvard University Department of Social Relations 
interprets this finding differently. With separation of 
statê and religion being compulsory, it seems that influence 
should have been much lower* The conclusion here, then, 
is that the influence is marked. 
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does not inspire young people very much*1 
It seems, then, that many factors influence the religious 
attitudes of young people* Seminaries and schools of religion 
need to revise their curricula in order that they might 
develop leaders capable of assisting people in meeting problems 
in all areas of life* At the present time, these seminaries 
and schools of religion train men for positions as preaching 
churchmen* Because of the various influences on the lives of 
people, ministers who are specialists as sociologists, 
psychologists, educators, social workers, guidance directors, 
journalists, writers, and in other fields are needed in the 
area of Religion* Many ministers study for graduate degrees 
in religion, but generally they specialize in Old Testament, 
New Testament, Church History, Theology and other related 
fields. 
According to Table 6, young people of college age are 
leaving the religion of their early lives. During this period, 
too, most of the persons react against their religious 
teaching. The period of adolescence is the period in which 
young people should, be handled most carefully by the church 
and school. 
College people do not know as much about their fathers* 
■^In addition to a poor quality of religious literature, 
children’s literature,, other than texts, consists of many 
cowboy and murder stories and demoralized sex crimes stories. 
It is possible'that all literature, secular and religious, 
need improving* 
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religion as they do their mothers1 * The number of students 
who consider themselves more religious than their fathers is 
greater than the number of students who consider themselves more 
religious than their mothers„ In the home, mothers are more 
influential than fathers* Though both are important, teachers,, 
ministers and leader should know which parent has the most 
influence on the child.. 
In the study of the reaction of young people against their 
religious teachings it was discovered that most of those 
reacting return either wholly or partially to the teachings of 
their parents*. Therefore, as long as young people are not 
dangerous to society, there is no reason to worry about queer 
and unorthodox ideas which many of them hold. 
Sensitive science teachers and conservative religionists 
should not be afraid, of the tendency of young people to solve 
the alleged problem of religion and science. More than fifty 
per cent of the students of Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College believe that science and religion clearly 
support one another. Only six per cent of the students of 
this same school say that an irreconcilable problem exists. 
At Harvard sixteen per cent of the students believe that 
there exists an irreconcilable problem. The number of 
students which think that the problem is definitely irreconcil¬ 
able is not alarming.. It is possible that the confusion 
exists most in the minds of a few fanatical scientists and 
religionists. 
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This study also, reveals that many of the students are 
giving considerable thought to the relation of science and 
religion. The statements which they wrote concerning science 
and religion are generally intelligent. 
The modal expression of college students is-that religion 
does not make them sensitive. Students of Radcliffe College 
seem to be more sensitive than other students in answering 
the question which was asked in this area. Considering this 
fact,, females seem more sensitive than males. 
The modal expression of students of the three schools is 
that the church represents that which is best in human life. 
Some of the students of Wisconsin, however, in 1930 expressed 
the view that the church did a good deal of harm. The modal 
expression of students of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
College is that they had no opinion about active resistance 
to organized religion,. Thirty-four per cent do not agree with 
active resistance against organized religion. Only thirty- 
one per cent or less than one third,, agree to active resistance 
against organized religion. - Post-war students have witnessed 
the horrors and disappointments of war,, and they seem to seek 
an organization which is supposed to work for peace. Before 
the war the interest of the nation was largely industrial 
progress and the accumulation of wealth. T-oday, that interest 
has shifted to peace, hence, the church is considered more 
favorably now than during the pre-war days. Students of 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College support this 
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hypothesis* Fifty-eight per cent of the students agree that 
for religion to play a useful role in life, it should be a 
natural human function, and have nothing to do with supernatural 
notions.. 
The important factor for teachers and ministers to under¬ 
stand about the findings in the study of the attitude of 
college students toward the church,, is that the spirit of the 
age is a determining factor in human development* To be 
good leaders in the field of religion or education, one 
should keep abreast of local, state,, and national happenings* 
College students are not as atheistic as many people 
seem to think* The Social Relations Department of Harvard 
seem to think that they are more orthodox than students were 
twenty years ago. The writer has made no study of the religious 
attitudes of college students of America twenty years ago. 
Therefore he is unable to say with accuracy that college 
students are not more orthodox today. 
Few students believe that Christ is a mythical figure. 
As long as the church and church schools can keep Christ, 
the center of Christianity,; from drifting into the area of 
myth,, Christianity is likely to survive. In a world of 
realism, myths cannot survive* 
Students practice their religion rather often,. Figures 
from this study reveal that Catholics are more devout in 
their practice than Protestants, but Jews are less devout than 
Protestants* 
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The fact that differences in religious beliefs effect 
religious practices should be interesting to college 
presidents, chaplains, and counsellors. Especially is this 
important for these administrative officers in schools where 
Protestant Christianity dominates. On such campuses, students 
who desire most to attend church may be compelled to limit 
their church attendance to college regulations* Often 
conservative Catholic students do not consider Protestant 
denominated church services as church services. 
Generally speaking, the war has not harmed religion. 
Most veterans say that it made them more interested in the 
problems of religion, but it is the veterans of Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College who have been made most 
religious. Religion is at the center of Southern Eegro life* 
and it can be seen how people resort to the strongest force 
in their culture during a crisis. 
Veterans responded indifferently to their war experiences. 
According to statements given by these veterans, one veteran 
was made more religious, while another was confirmed in his 
atheism. Another stoically held on to his beliefs, not 
becoming more religious nor less religious. Some were im¬ 
pressed by the common foundations of different religions t> 
while others did not seem to recognize religious differences 
at all. People respond differently to the same physical 
environment, and tend to differ in their views of similar 
situations. All children will not respond alike to the same 
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program, neither will they all understand a lesson in the 
same manner. 
Finally, the implications of this study could serve as a 
basis for a better understanding of youths and their problems. 
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April 7, 1948 
The Journal, of Psychology 
Provinceton, Massachusetts 
Sir:: 
I am applying to you for permission to use the attitude 
scale of the study published in the January issue of the 
Journal of Psychology» r am planning a similar study in 
the University system of Atlanta University. 
Yours very truly, 
Andrew J. Hargrett 
Permission granted as requested above. 
The Journal Press 
2 Commercial Street 
Provincetown, Massachusetts 
Carl Murchison, Treas» 
4/20/48 
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The Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical College 
Tallahassee,, Florida 
April 21, 1948 
Mr, Andrew J, Hargrett 
Gammon Theological Seminary 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Dear Mr* Hargrett: 
This acknowledges your letter of April 21* 
We would be glad to cooperate with you in your proposed 
study* Dr, James Hudson, our chaplain, and Dr, M* 0, Alston, 
our registrar, will give you whatever assistance may be 
necessary* 
With kind regards, r am 
Sincerely yours,, 
Wm* H, Gray,. Jr, 
WHG:accbb 
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The Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College 
Tallahassee, Florida 
April 21, 1948 
Mr* Andrew J* Hargrett 
Gammon Theological Seminary 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Dear Mr* Hargrett: 
Thank you for your letter of recent date stating your 
testing plans • You may count on my cooperation when you 
come* 
With very best wishes, I am 
Sincerely yours, 




Department of Social 
Relations 
Emerson Hall 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 
April 9,. 1948 
Me* Andrew J* Hargrett 
Gammon Seminary 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Dear Mr* Hargrett:: 
At your request we are sending you a copy of our article, 
•'The Religion of the Postwar College Student*" You are 
entirely free to go ahead and use the questionnaire included 
in this study in any way you wish* I should like to suggest 
that when you have your results assembled you send a copy 
if possible to the Edward W* Hazen Foundation, 400 Prospect 
Street,, Hew Haven 11, Connecticut* A fairly large number of 
institutions are repeating this study and I think it would be 
valuable to assemble norms from different parts of the country. 
For this reason I have asked the Hazen Foundation to collect 
such studies for possible eventual publication. 
Sincerely,, 
Gordon W* Allport 
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Department of Printing 
Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College 
Tallahassee, Florida 
May 7„ 1948 
Mr* Andrew J* Hargrett 
Gammon Seminary 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Dear Mr*. Hargrett:: 
Unfortunately, we do not have a publication that contains 
the College"s enrollment for this present term* The figures 
that were listed in the Famcean for the month of October did 
not give the breakdown that you desire* I am, however, giving 
you the enrollment for this present term as taken from the 









I am sending under separate cover a copy of the Bulletin 
giving the enrollment for the past school term* Best wishes 
and success in the writing of your thesis* 
Very truly yours, 
James L* Bruton 
Men Women Total 
28i 219 500 
194 141 335 
124 .141 265 
93 127 220 
109 23 132 
800 651 1452 
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State of Floiida 
Department of Education 
Tallahassee 
May 28,, 1948 
Mr. Andrew J. Hargrett 
Gammon Theological Seminary 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Dear Mr. Hargrettt 
Thanks for your letter of May 24, asking for the average age 
of the Negro student who graduates from high school* 
I regret, that we do not have in our office any definite 
statistics in this particular area. However,, from my 
experience, I feel safe in saying that the average age of 
high school graduates is seventeen (17). 
Enclosed please find the fee which was sent, as there are 
no charges for such services rendered in our office. 
Sincerely yours,, 
W. E. Combs 





ATTITUDE INVENTORY: ASPECTS OP RELIGIOUS BELIEF 
By 
G. W, Allport, J, 11, Gillespie, and J, Young 
INSTRUCTIONS: This inventory"does not ask you to give your 
name. It is strictly anonymous. 
At the same time, its successful use in research imposes 
two requirements: (1) It should not be"answered too hastily. 
Some questions will require roflection. Authentic and well- 
considéred statements, without influence from outside, are 
wanted. So, please take your time, and ponder the questions 
adequately before answering them, (2) In order not to bias 
the sample, all papers must be returned, 
1, Age  
2, Are you married? yesj no 
3, Do you feel that you require some form of religious 
orientation or belief in order to achieve a fully 




a) If yes, do you think that on the whole the tradition 
and literature of some great religious system now 
existing satisfactorily meets your own religious 
needs, or do you think a substantially new type of 
religion Is required? 
The following religious system strikes me on 
the v/hole as adequate: 
Roman Catholicism 
Anglo-Catholicism or Eastern Orthodoxy 
Protestant Christianity 
Liberalized Protestantism (e,g,, 
~~ Unitariansim, Universalism 
 Ethical but not theological Christianity 
(e.g,, humanism, ethical culture) 
Some form of Judaism 
otheri (specify 
or  a substantially new type of religion is 
required 





none at all 
2 
a) What was the character of this influence (if. there 
was any at all)? 
Roman Catholicism 
. Anglo-Catholicism or Eastern 
Orthodoxy 
 Protestant Christianity 
Liberalized Frotestanism (e.g,, 
Unitarianism, Universalisai) 
 Ethical but not theological Christianity 
(e.g,, humanism, ethical culture) 
some form of Judaism 
 other: (specify) 
5,- If you were brought up under some religious Influence, 
has there been a period in y/hich you have reacted 




a) If you reacted against the beliefs taught did the 
doubt start 





ft fente *««$$«•$ «g^ins^ f* *»«$*$?* would* 
•y,pjd- Say' that* at1 th$. rirfebeht 'time .'y.bh 
’ '*”**’* *m ?* 
partially agree with them 
wholly disagree y/ith them 
6* If at any time you have felt yourself to be religious* 
which factors in the following list do you consciously 
recognize to have been'contributing reasons? 
Check as many as apply. 
parental influence 
 conformity with tradition 
personal influence of people other 
than parents 
fear or insecurity 
sorrow or bereavement 
 gratitude 
s exturmoil 
a mystical experience (perhaps not 
fully understood) 
»  studies in school or college 
reading outside of school and college 
church teachings 
 aesthetic appeal 
3 
7. Generally speaking, religion in childhood is marked by its 
external character; it is simply "there," to be believed 
along with the traditions and codes of the family and 
culture. This situation often changes so that at some 
time there is an inner experience which makes religion 
a distinctly subjective and personal matter* Does this 




a) At what age did the subjective awareness come? 




 after 20 
b) One investigator defined three types of subjective 
religious awakening, ' Kindly check the type that 
best includes your own case* 
1, Definite crisis^ "A real crisis is reached 
and passed in which a definite change of 
attitude seems to have taken place," This 
type corresponds to what is commonly con- 
• sidered a distinct religious conversion  
2, Emotional stimulus avmkening, Here the 
emotional tipheaval is much reduced in 
intensity, or even entirely absent, but 
the subject looks back to some event 
which served as a stimulus to awaken 
the religious consciousness. _______ 
3* Gradual awakening. Here there are no 
" single or specifiable occasions that 
are as decisive as those defined above. 
The religious sentiment has developed 
gradually. ______ 
8, a) How, in general does the firmness of your beliefs in 
religion compare with your mother’s belief? 
more firm 
 less firm 
about the same 
  don’t know 
b) with your father’s belief? 
more firm 
less firm 
 about the same 
don't know 
4 
9* How would you say that your own religious sentiments and 
needs compare with those of other young people of your 
age? 
 stronger than average 
about average 
less strong than average 
10, Do you feel that your views regarding religion, no matter 
what they are, in any way mark you off from your con¬ 
temporaries, so that you sometimes feel embarrassed or 




11, Check the one statement which most nearly describes your 
conduct : 
a) During the past six months I have gone to church 
about once a week 
 about every other week 
on an average once a month 
once or twice only 
not at all 






c) During the past six months I have experienced a 
feeling of reverence, devotion, or dependence 
upon a Supreme Being. 
daily 
frequently 
 occ asionally 
rarely 
never 
12, How do you feel about the frequently mentioned conflict 
between the findings of science and the principal (basic) 
contentions of religion? 
To my mind religion and science clearly 
support one another 
 The conflict is negligible (i.e,, more 
apparent than real 
The conflict is very considerable, 
perhaps Irreconcilable 
The conflict is considerable, but 
probably not Irreconcilable 
 The conflict is definitely irreconcilable 
Explain your answer briefly: 
5 
13* The Church (check the view that best corresponds to your own 
attitude) 
1. The Church is the one sure and infallible foundation of 
civilized life. Every member of society ought to be 
educated in it and required tc support it. 
2à On the whole the Church stands for the best in human life 
although certain minor shortcomings and errors are 
necessarily apparent in it, as in all human institutions, 
3.  There is certain doubt concerning the nature of the total 
influence of the Church. It is possible that the Church 
may do a good deal of harm, 
4. While the intentions of most individual church members 
are no doubt good, the total influence of the Church may 
be on the whole harmful. 
5. The Church is a stronghold of much that is unwholesome and 
dangerous to human welfare. It fosters intolerance, 
bigotry and ignorance. 
6. Insufficient familiarity with the problem; 
7. A different attitude, as follows: 
14, The Diety (check the one statement which most nearly expresses 
your belief) 
1. There is an infinitely wise, omnipotent Creator of the 
universe and of natural laws* whose protection and ' 
favor may be supplicated through worship and prayer; 
God is a personal God* 
 2* There is an infinitely intelligent and friendly Being, 
working according to natural laws through which He 
expresses His power and goodness* There Is the pos¬ 
sibility of communication with this Deity in the 
sense that prayer may at least affect our moral at¬ 
titude toward nature and toward our own place in the 
scheme of things, 
3. There is a vast, impersonal, spiritual source or 
principle throughout nature and working in man, In¬ 
capable of being swayed or communicated with through 
prayer. 
4. Because of our necessàry Ignorance in this matter, I 
neither believe nor disbelieve in a God* 
5. The only power is natural law. There is neither a 
personal creator nor an infinite Intelligent Being, 
Nature is wholly indifferent to man* Natural law 
may be spoken of as "spiritual force," but this in 
no way adds to or changes Its character. 
6. The universe is merely a machihe, Man and nature are 
creatures of cause and effect. All notions of a Deity 
as intelligent Being or as Mspiritual force" are 
fictions, and prayer is a useless superstition. 
 7, None of these alternatives sufficiently resembles my 
views to justify a choice between them. 
15, The Person of Christ (check the position that best corresponds 
to your own view) 
1. Christ, as the Gospels state should be régarded as 
divine—as the human incarnation of God, 
6 
2, Christ dbculd le regarded merely as a great prophet 
or teacher, much as the Mohammedans accept Mahomet, 
or as the Chinese accept Confucius# 
5# In all probability Christ never lived at all, but is a 
purely mythical figure, 
4. None of these positions express my views well enough 
to justify a choice* 
16* Immortality (check the position that best corresponds to your 
own ylew) 
1* I believe in personal immortality, i.e., the continued 
existence of the soul as an individual and separate 
entity, 
2* I believe In reincarnation—the continued existence of 
the soul in aaother body, 
 3, I believe in the continued existence of the soul merely 
as a part of a universal spiritual principle, 
4, I believe that a person*s immortality resides merely in 
his influencé upon his children and upon social 
institutions, 
5* I disbelieve in immortality in any of these senses# 
6, None of the alternatives sufficiently resembles my 
view at all about the matter, 
17* Please mark the extent of your agreement with each of the 
following statements: 
a) If religion is to play a useful role in life, it should 
be regarded entirely as a natural human function. It 
should have nothing whatever to do with supernatural 
notions*. 
on the whole I tend to agree 
' J "on the whole I tend to disagree 
no opinion 
b) Denominational distinctions, at least within Protestant 
Christianity, are out of daté, and may as well be elimi¬ 
nated as rapidly as possible, 
on the whole I tend to agree 
on the whole I tend to disagree 
no opinion 
c) Religion, as Karl Marx said, is the opiate of the people* 
People must claim what is rightfully theirs without the 
reactionary handicaps of religious faith. Therefore, 
active'resistance to organized religious forces Is 
needed, 
on the whole I tend to agree 
on the whole I tend to disagree 
no opinion 
18* Veterans only: 
‘ Kindly check the ways In which’your experiences during the 
war seem to have affected you, 
on the whole made me more religious 
on the whole made me less religious 
 no effect in this regard 
 on the whole made me more Interested 
in the problems religion seeks to 
answer 
on the whole made me less interested 
in the problems religion seeks to 
answer 
 no effect in this regard 
Please state in your own words the principal type of 
effect war experience had (if any at all; upon your 
religious views; 
